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Scholarship recipients that attended annual meeting
were Anita Burns and Hannah Ehlers pictured with RCFB
President, Kent Liefer.

2019-20 RCFB Board of Directors at the 103rd Annual Meeting

L-R Front- Steve Uffelmann, Kent Liefer, Tim Harle, Michael McConachie; 2nd - Eddie
County Ag in the Classroom Poster Contest winners LHornbostel, Diane Schoenbeck, Jacob Smith, Retha Meyerhoff; 3rd – Kenny Hecht, Dean 1st place Libby Park and R- 2nd place Braylin Eggemeyer
Campbell, Danny Brewer.
pictured with RCFB Foundation President, Ron Deterding.

RCFB Foundation 2020 Scholarship
Deadline is February 12th
The Randolph County Farm
Bureau Foundation was formed in
1994. The purpose for the Foundation is to promote agricultural
education. The importance of
educating the general public about
the agriculture industry is crucial
moving forward. Scholarships
awarded each year are based on
application completion, financial
need, involvement within the agriculture industry, and future plans.
To be eligible for consideration,
an applicant must:
• Be a high school senior graduating
in May of 2020, or a current college
student.
• Be a member or child of a member
of the Randolph County Farm Bureau since at least January 1, 2019.
• Be accepted or plan to enroll as a

full-time student in post-secondary
education within an Agriculture
curriculum.
• Exhibit potential for successful
completion of course of study, 2.0
minimum GPA.
• Be a resident of Randolph County.
Deadline for all requirements
is February 12, 2020. The application is available on our website
at https://rcfb.org/rcfbfoundation/2020applications.html .
Thank you for your interest in
Agriculture and Ag Related Fields
and our scholarship program. If
you have any questions concerning
the scholarship or the application,
please call the Farm Bureau office
at 618-443-4511 or email information@rcfb.org

RCFB Foundation Annual

TRIVIA NIGHT
Saturday, February 8, 2020

Knights of Columbus in Evansville, IL
6:30 pm-Doors open
7:00 pm- Rounds start

Cost is $12/person (includes mulligans & games)
Max of 8 per table
Come enjoy a fun night with the Farm Bureau!
Proceeds benefit the scholarship fund
and Ag in the Classroom! Bring your own snacks!
Drinks can be purchased at the KC Hall
• Silent Auction items will include pork burgers, bacon,
sausage, and other items
*Please call 618.443.4511 to reserve a table.
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Minutes from the 102nd Annual Meeting
of the Randolph County Farm Bureau

At 6:25 p.m., Charles Schupbach, President of the Randolph
POSTMASTER: send all address changes to Randolph County Farm Bu- County Farm Bureau, welcomed
everyone to the 102nd Annual
reau, PO Box 504, Sparta, IL 62286. Phone Number (618)443-4511
meeting on Monday, November
-------------------------------------------------------------------------19th, 2018 at the Ratzkeller’s in
OFFICERS OF THE FARM BUREAU
Red Bud, IL.
PRESIDENT .......................................................................KENT LIEFER
Dinner was served by the
VICE PRESIDENT ................................................................ TIM HARLE
Butcher’s Block after director
SECRETARY .................................................MICHAEL MCCONACHIE
Richard Wegener gave the inTREASURER ........................................................STEVE UFFELMANN
vocation. After dinner Senator
-------------------------------------------------------------------------Paul Schimpf was introduced
and spoke.
Randolph County Farm Bureau
At 7:15 p.m., Charles SchupBOARD OF DIRECTORS
bach
declared the meeting to
2018-19 ATTENDANCE
SINCE
order.
President Schupbach gave
DIRECTORS
REGION & SEAT
Oct’19
Nov’19 Dec’18
recognition to Ratzkeller’s and
Timothy Harle
Region 1 Seat A
P
P
11/12
the Butcher’s Block for the great
Retha Meyerhoff
Region 1 Seat B
A
P
11/12
meal. Questionnaires on the table
Dean Campbell
Region 1 Seat C
P
P
10/12
were mentioned and feedback
Eddie Hornbostel
Region 2 Seat A
P
P
12/12
was requested.
Kenneth Hecht
Region 2 Seat B
P
A
11/12
Those who have served/are
Jacob Smith
Region 2 Seat C
A
P
10/12 serving in the armed forces were
Richard Wegener
Region 3 Seat A
P
P
11/12
asked to stand to be recognized.
Kent Liefer
Region 3 Seat B
P
P
12/12 Christine Smith, Chair of the
Steve Uffelmann
Region 3 Seat C
P
P
10/12 Women’s Committee, was called
David Gramenz
Region 4 Seat A
P
P
12/12 to the podium to lead the Pledge
Michael McConachie Region 4 Seat B
A
P
11/12
of Allegiance.
Danny Brewer
Region 4 Seat C
A
P
11/12
Tim Harle, Secretary of the
-------------------------------------------------------------------------Randolph County Farm Bureau,
COMMITTEE					
CHAIRPERSONS was invited to the podium to
Ag-in-the-Classroom Committee...................................................Meg Knop
read the official call of the 102nd
Annual Meeting. Minutes from
Finance Committee .............................................................Steve Uffelmann
the 101st Annual Meeting were
Foundation Committee ...................................................... Ronald Deterding
presented. It was moved by Ron
Governmental Affairs Committee ..................................................Tim Harle

Deterding, 2nd by Dave Holder to
approve the minutes as presented.
Motion carried.
The Treasurers Report was given by Treasurer Steve Uffelmann.
It was moved by Dean Campbell,
2nd by Kenny Hecht to approve
the financial report for 2017-2018
fiscal year.
Kent Liefer, Vice President of
the Randolph County Farm Bureau, was invited to the podium
to introduce the special guests,
affiliate company representatives,
and the 2018 Board of Directors.
Charles also recognized Steve
Stallman, ILFB District 16 Director, and he was called to the
podium for remarks.
Brandi DeRousse was called to
the podium to present her report
and announce the winners of the
AITC Poster Contest. Helen Hess
(1st place), not present Holly
Gregson (2nd place) were recognized for winning the contest and
presented with a gift card, picture
frame, and ribbon. Brandi then
spoke of her year as Coordinator.
Door prizes were announced.
Board of Director elections
were conducted by David
Gramenz. It was moved by David
Gramenz, 2nd by Steve Stallman
to close nominations, suspend

the rules, and cast a unanimous
ballot for the following for a
3-year term; Region 1 Seat C
Dean Campbell; Region 2 Seat
C Jacob Smith; Region 3 Seat C
Steve Uffelmann; Region 4 Seat
C Danny Brewer.
President Schupbach gave the
President’s report. Manager Katie
Cayo gave her report.
President Schupbach returned
to the podium and conducted
other business. It was moved Kirk
Liefer and seconded by Christine
Smith to ‘allow the Board of
Directors to appoint delegates
for the IAA Annual Meeting for
2018”
Ron Deterding then opened
the 24th Meeting of the Foundation. He gave his report and
introduced the 2018 scholarship
recipients. It was moved by Steve
Stallman and seconded by Eddie
Hornbostel to reelect the current
directors for another term. Those
individual are, Steve Stallman,
Jack McCormick, Ron Deterding,
Richard Wegener, Kirk Liefer,
and Kevin Luthy.
Ron Deterding then introduced
the keynote, Dave Schumacher.
Door prizes were announce and
the meeting was adjourned.

Would you donate a new toy
to help a child receive a toy
this Christmas? The Randolph
County Farm Bureau Women's
Committee will help by collecting new toys from our members
and friends.
If you would like to donate
new toys or funds to this cause,
please drop them off at the
Randolph County Farm Bureau

Building, (1403 Hillcrest Dr.,
Sparta) by December 9th at
4:30 pm.
This program helps area families as they struggle to work
toward the betterment of their
family unit. Let us find it in our
hearts to help those less fortunate all year long and throughout

this holiday season. If you have
questions, please call the Farm
Bureau Office at (618)4434511.
**NON-PERISHABLE
FOODS WILL ALSO BE COLLECTED FOR LOCAL FOOD
PANTRIES DURING THIS
PERIOD**

We are very excited to announce our new Local Discount
Program in Randolph County!
This is a new program Randolph
County Farm Bureau is starting
up – in addition to the 302,000
discounts you can get through
Illinois Farm Bureau, members
will be able to access discounts
here in our home county. If you
know of any business willing to
join in on this program, please
have them contact the office at

(618) 443-4511 or randolph@
rcfb.org. We appreciate your
participation in growing this program and would love to serve our
members in any beneficial way.
Our very first business we
welcome to the Local Discount
Program is Korando Heating &
Cooling in Chester, IL. Korando
offers 24-hour emergency service, and they are offering a $20
discount to all Randolph County
Farm Bureau members.

Issue Management Committee .................................................... Kent Liefer
Livestock Committee ..........................................................Steve Uffelmann
Marketing Committee .......................................................... David Gramenz
Membership & Executive Committee ........................................ Kent Liefer
Plant to Power ................................................................. Charles Schupbach
Prime Timers Committee .....................................................................Group
Public Relations Committee............................................... Richard Wegener
Viewpoint Committee ....................................................................Tim Harle
Women's Committee .............................................................Christine Smith
Young Leaders Committee .................................................. Emily Reinhardt
----------------------------------------------------------------------FARM BUREAU STAFF
Vacant, Manager
Kendra Beattie, Membership Secretary/Administrative Assistant
Tammy Little, Office Assistant/Bookkeeper
Meg Knop, Ag in the Classroom Coordinator
----------------------------------------------------------------------RANDOLPH COUNTY FARM BUREAU
Mission Statement
Promoting agriculture with a unified voice through education, information,
and legislation.
----------------------------------------------------------------------

Notice:

Current RCFB staff email address are as follows:
randolph@rcfb.org - Manager
kendra.beattie@rcfb.org - Membership
tammy.little@rcfb.org - Bookkeeping
aitc@rcfb.org - Ag in the Classroom (Meg)

information@rcfb.org - General (secretarial)
contact@rcfb.org - General (member & committee)

Toy & Food Drives For Families In Need

FARMER’S
EXCHANGE
Items for this column need to
reach our office by January 15,
2020 in order to be included in
the next issue. Ads may be submitted by phone 618-443-4511,
by mail @ PO Box 504, Sparta,
IL 62286, or by email – tammy.
little@rcfb.org. Only one free
25 word ad per membership per
issue (for members’ belongings
only, using phone # on record in
ad). Advertisements are $5.00
for non-members. We thank
each member who puts in an
advertisement and/or purchases
from a member.
FOR SALE: 5’x 8’ Utility Trailer w/tarp $675. 314-550-0457

Local Discount Program

Pinochle Night

Randolph County Farm Bureau Prime Timers Committee
sponsors a monthly pinochle game for its members. There is a
$3.00 per person entry fee to pay for prizes and refreshments.
The upcoming pinochle nights will be held on Tuesday, January
28th @ 7:00 p.m. THERE WILL BE NO PINOCHLE NIGHT
IN DECEMBER.
Invited guests can attend twice but in order to continue attending, must be a member of Randolph County Farm Bureau.
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Governmental Affairs Committee Report
By: Tim Harle, Chair
It has been a hectic year within
Governmental Affairs as there
were five Action Requests sent out
within 2018-2019 regarding the
following: Lame Duck Farm Bill,
Final Passage of Farm Bill, Clean
Water Rule, State Progressive
Income Tax, and USMCA.
In addition to the Action Requests, we had committee members attend the Illinois Farm Bureau Governmental Affairs Conference in Springfield, IL. Myself,
Dean Campbell, and Heidi Smith
attended from Randolph County
Farm Bureau, alongside with
District 16 IAA Director, Steve

Stallman. While at this conference,
we had conversation with Senator
Melinda Bush and Representative
Jerry Costello II.
In early spring, the Randolph
County Farm Bureau got together
with their county elected officials
for their annual “Evening in the
Country,” hosted at the farm
of Wayne & Jamie Keller, near
Steeleville. Many things are going
on in the county and this event
allows both the county officials
and the Farm Bureau leadership to
update the other on issues. 42 individuals attended this year’s event.
The Governmental Affairs
Committee also partners with the

By: Kent Liefer
Welcome to the 103rd Annual
meeting of the Randolph County
Farm Bureau. I have been honored to serve as your County Farm
Bureau President for the past year.
I will remember it as a year of
change. Our previous Manager,
Katie Cayo, moved on to Fayette
& Bond County to serve as their
Farm Bureau Manager. Following
her service, the board was tasked
with hiring a new Manager. The
board worked with our Regional
Manager, Paul Schuette, in the
hiring process. The board once
again decided to go with a manager trainee, and upon interviewing
three candidates, the board hired
Heidi Smith.
During the past year, your
County Farm Bureau has been
busy with programs and projects.
Brandi DeRousse had been active
with the Ag in the Classroom, as
she educated children about production agriculture. Brandi has
since moved on from this position
with the Farm Bureau. In October,
Heidi was able to fill the position
with retired educator, Meg Knop.
Within this transition time,
we continued our Pull for Ag
event which helps fund Ag in the
Classroom. We once again sold
ice cream at the Grand American
breaking past records by selling
895 gallons of ice cream. The
money raised goes towards the
scholarships which are given by
the Randolph County Farm Bureau Foundation. Our Women’s
Committee has been busy with
programs in addition to making
barn quilts. The Young Leaders
have also remained active, and
plan to attend the Young Leaders
Conference in Peoria, IL in February. In addition, our Livestock
Committee held a “Managing
Cover Crops for Livestock” meeting for members in August.
As an organization, one of our

priorities is our relationship with
our elected officials. At the local
level, here are some of the things
we have done: offered input on
the county’s newly adopted wind
ordinance, continuously advocate for IFB’s policy “Right to
Repair”, attend semi-monthly
County Commissioners meetings
to give updates on all things agriculture, and host our Evening
in the Country event with office
holders from Randolph County
Courthouse as well as our legislative representatives.
As your President, I would like
to ask and encourage all Randolph
County Farm Bureau members
to become FB Act members. We
need your input and participation
in the legislative process. As
board members, we are confronted with many different issues, and
as the number of farmers becomes
fewer, our voice must become
louder. This past year, Illinois
Farm Bureau has advocated for
the following topics via FB Act:
Lame Duck Farm Bill, Final Passage of Farm Bill, Clean Water
Rule, State Progressive Income
Tax, and USMCA. Your participation would be greatly appreciated!
I would like to thank our new
Manager, Heidi Smith, for all the
hard work and dedication she has
given our organization for the past
several months. Also, thanks to
Tammy Little, our bookkeeper,
Kendra Beattie, our membership
secretary, and Meg Knop our new
Ag in the Classroom coordinator
for their continuing efforts. Lastly,
I appreciate the time and dedication the board members give to
serve our organization.
In closing, I would like to thank
each one of you for your membership. It has been a privilege to
serve as the Board President for
the past year. May you and your
family have a safe and joyous
Holiday Season.

President’s Report

Lower Kaskaskia Stakeholders,
Inc. (LKSI) to provide volunteers
and ice cream for the Annual Barge
Tour. This year, the barge left from
the Kaskaskia Lock and Dam Site
in Modoc. We provided our homemade ice cream which was a huge
hit for those in attendance.
In addition, the Randolph County Farm Bureau sends at least one
representative to attend the County
Commissioner Meetings. This
year, we have attended at least one
per month. This helps the County

Board and County Farm Bureau
stay in touch and cooperate on
issues pertaining to the county.
We also sent numerous letters
and emails to our legislators encouraging them to vote on issues
that directly affect agriculture.
We have continued that all year
long. We highly encourage you to
help make a difference by signing
up with FB ACT. This program
informs you when a major vote
or decision is going to take place
through a simple text, email, or

phone call. Details about the
bill are sent directly to you, so
you can take action and contact
your state or national legislators.
Most of the GALC and all of the
board are already signed up, so
don’t miss out and sign up today!
Text ‘FARM’ to 52886 to receive
messages about Action Requests
in the future.
If you would like to join the
GALC or have items that we
should work on, please contact
the Farm Bureau office.

By: Emily Reinhardt
This past year has been an
exciting time to be a member of
the Farm Bureau, and especially
an active member of the Young
Leaders Committee. Since the last
Randolph County Farm Bureau
Annual Meeting - we have been
busy with many exciting events.
In January, Young Leader Committee members had the opportunity to go to Peoria, IL for the
Young Leaders Conference. At
this conference, members have
an opportunity to attend seminars
and listen to keynote speakers – all
of which focus on different topics
within the agricultural industry.
These seminars ranged from practicing and promoting agriculture
safety, to discussing different
options of agricultural business
structure. There was also plenty
of time for networking opportunities and socializing with Young
Leader Committee members from
across the state of Illinois. This
conference is a great way to learn
about what other committees are
doing, meeting new people, and
learning more about the industry
we all love.
Additionally, our members
have been very active within
the community this past year. In
January, we spent a morning at
Evansville FS handing out coffee
and donuts to farmers hauling

grain. We also hosted a district
wide holiday party in which we
plan to make a yearly tradition.
One of the most important events
we did was a road safety demonstration at Red Bud High School.
At this demonstration, students
had the opportunity to sit in a
tractor attached to a grain cart, as
well as a semi-truck so they can
see the view from an operator’s
point of view. The Young Leaders
Committee was also able to make
contributions with Harvest For All
funds to the Sparta Food Pantry, in
addition to allotting prize money
to local 4-H members for Rate of
Gain. This month, the committee
showed its support to COSLHS
FFA by attending and participat-

ing in their donkey basketball
fundraiser. In the future, we hope
to continue many of these events.
As always, one of our primary
goals is to boost active membership. We have focused time on
engaging with local 4-H and FFA
chapters; we are always looking
for new members. If you know
of anyone in between the ages of
18 and 35, please let them know
about the Randolph County Young
Leaders Committee. If interested, please contact me at (618)
973-3970, or the office at (618)
443-4511. We encourage participation on social media – be sure
to “like” the Randolph County
Farm Bureau Facebook page for
information and updates.

Young Leaders Committee
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Highlighting Your County Board Members

Jacob Smith – Region 2 Seat C
Jacob Smith resides in Steeleville with his wife,
Christine and two daughters, Lexi and Holly. He
farms grain, has cattle and works at Knight Hawk
Coal. His expectations for Farm Bureau are that
they continue helping those that feel they don’t
have a voice in agriculture. He appreciates that
this grassroots organization is helping to make
a difference. He enjoys spending time with his
family.

Mon., December 2
December 6-10
Mon., Dec. 9
Wed., Dec 11
Fri., Dec 13
Tues., December 17
Dec. 24 – Jan. 1
Tues., December 31
Fri., Jan., 3
Tues., Jan., 7
Tues., Jan., 7
Tues., Jan. 14
Wed., Jan. 15
January 17-22
Tues., Jan. 28
Sat., Feb. 8
Thurs., Feb 13

Kenneth Hecht – Region 2 Seat B
Kenneth Hecht and his wife Karen, reside in
Chester. They have two grown children, Justin
and Devon. Kenny is a retired carpenter, and
currently farms grain and has cattle. He is a
member of the Egyptian Cattlemen Board. His
expectations for Farm Bureau are that they keep
members aware of agriculture issues affecting
them on a state and local level. Also, that they
continue setting regulations and policy to address
the agriculture issues. He enjoys being involved
on a local basis. In off time he enjoys hunting,
fishing in Florida and spending time with his
grandkids.

Calendar of Events

Young Leaders Meeting 7 p.m. @ RCFB Office
2019 IAA Annual Meeting in Chicago
@ 4 p.m. Last Day to bring in donations for Toy & Food Drive
Delivery of Citrus expected. Please wait for call to pick up!
Citrus orders MUST be picked up by 4 p.m.
RCFB Board of Directors Meeting 7 p.m. @ RCFB Office
Office Closed – Merry Christmas
**NO PINCHLE**
Young Leaders Holiday Meeting @ 6 p.m.
Marketing Committee meeting 6 p.m. @ RCFB Office
Harvest Wrap Up meeting 7 p.m. @ RCFB Office
RCFB Board of Directors Meeting 7 p.m. @ RCFB Office
Farmer’s Exchange Ads Deadline
AFBF in Austin, TX
Pinochle 7 p.m. @ RCFB Office
Trivia Night Starts 7 p.m. @ Evansville KC Hall
Bus to Louisville Farm Show – 5 a.m.

Rain Fall Reports for Apr - Sep 2019
Baldwin
Gerald Cox
Chester
Mike & Janet Vasquez
Coulterville
Sherwood Burns
Ellis Grove
JoAnn Meyer
Pr Du Rocher
Arnold & Joann Donjon
Red Bud
Vernon Lucht
Sparta
Jane Schupbach
Steeleville
Larry Ebers
Walsh
Clarence & Marcia Kloth

Apr

May

Jun

Jul

Aug

Sep

Total

4.55

5.0

4.95

3.15

2.15

0.85

20.65

6.45

5.4

6.05

4.2

3.4

0.9

26.4

4.3

7.0

4.6

2.8

4.5

1.25

24.45

5.4

7.1

5.3

4.2

3.7

1.0

26.7

3.6

6.0

4.9

5.5

2.1

1.3

23.4

4.63

5.33

5.36

2.56

1.64

0.94

20.46

2.55

5.55

5.3

2.75

3.3

1.45

20.9

6.1

7.5

8.5

3.9

4.35

0.5

30.85

6.3

6.7

6.45

3.45

3.8

2.0

28.7

Ag in the Classroom News

Meet our new coordinator,
Meg Knop.
I have always wanted to live
and work on a farm. Instead I
became a teacher and retired
from that profession in May of
2019 after 36 years. My name
is Meg Knop and I have now
been given a job that blends
both of my passions, teaching
and agriculture. I am the Agriculture in the Classroom Coordinator for Randolph County
and have begun to reach out
to the teachers, offering them
the opportunity to have me
visit their classrooms. My
goals are to improve students’
appreciation of how agriculture
impacts their daily lives. I am

looking forward to getting back
with students and teachers in
the area.

The Randolph County Farm
Bureau Foundation will host
its annual Trivia Night on Saturday, February 8, 2020, at the
Knights of Columbus Hall in
Evansville, IL. Doors will open
at 6:30 p.m. and we will start
at 7 p.m. with the first round.
Tables can have no more than
8 people and the fee is $12 per

person (includes mulligans
& games). Please feel free to
bring your own snacks. Drinks
must be purchased at the bar.
All proceeds from the evening
will go towards the Ag-in-theClassroom program and the
Scholarship Fund. To register
your table or for questions, call
618.443.4511

The Randolph County Farm
Bureau Marketing Committee
will host the 2019 Harvest Wrap
Up discussion on Tuesday,
January 7, 2020. The round
table discussion will start at
7:00 p.m. at the Farm Bureau
Building in Sparta. The program is designed to where our
area farmers can learn from
each other as they discusse what

happened in their fields during
the 2019 growing season. We
will discuss different tillage,
varieties of seed, fertilization
and much more.
The Harvest Wrap Up Roundtable is open to all farmers. We
hope to see you there. If you
have questions, please call
the Farm Bureau Office at
(618)443-4511.

Meg Knop

Farm Bureau Trivia Night!
Register a Table Now!

Harvest Wrap Up Round Table

